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CIRI was created by 
the
Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act 
(ANCSA) of 1971(ANCSA) of 1971

Original assets:

• 1.25 million acres 
of land 
entitlements

• $78 million

• 6,278 shareholders
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More than
600,000 acres
of surface land in 
Alaska and the 
lower 48

1.3 million acres1.3 million acres
of subsurface 
rights

$698 million
in total assets.

7,400
shareholders



Pressures mount to 
settle Aboriginal land 
claims•Secretary of Interior Udall 
implements ‘Land Freeze,’
1966
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1966

•U.S. Federal Field 
Commission issues 
report, 1968

•Permit application for 
Trans-Alaska Pipeline 
construction ordered 
halted
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People – 80,000 Alaska 
Natives

•Born on or before December 18, 
1971

•One-quarter Alaska Native blood 
quantum

•Enrollment with BIA required

Dena’ina elder Peter 
Kalifornsky
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 Corporations, not 
reservations

•Organized as for-profit 
entities

•Enrolled Alaska •Enrolled Alaska 
Natives become 
corporate shareholders

•Incorporation under 
Alaska Corporate Code
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12 in-state 
regional 
corporation
s

“. . .we don’t want a statewide 
organization. We want each region 
to have its own autonomy and the 
villages within that region to 
govern.”

—Don Wright, AFN

s
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More than 200 village 
corporations•Generally, villages received 

title only to surface estate

•Some villages have merged; •Some villages have merged; 
today, 169 village 
corporations

•No effect on tribal 
organizations



Money – nearly $1 billion in cash

•Compensation for land 
claims relinquished
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•$462.5 million from federal 
appropriations

•$500 million in oil and gas 
royalties from North Slope



Land – 44 million 
acres•Village corporations 

received surface estate
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7044
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2 Other Federal land

National parks,
refuges and forests

State land

Alaska Land Ownership (2000)
(in millions of acres)

received surface estate

•Regional corporations 
received subsurface 
estate

•Land entitlements based 
on enrollment numbers

151

105

State land

Native corporation

Individual private

Municipal,
university, Mental
Health Trust lands

Data courtesy of ISER.



Regional 
corporations•Economic powerhouses 
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corporations•Economic powerhouses 
for Alaska Natives and the 
state

•Reverse historic trend of 
exporting profits

•Job creation

•Political voice
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Regional 
corporationscorporations

•Profits

•Preserve culture

•Social services through nonprofits

•Provide for next generation
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CIRI

•Cook Inlet Housing 
Authority

•Cook Inlet Tribal Council

•The CIRI Foundation

•Southcentral Foundation
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•Alaska Native Heritage 
Center

•Koahnic Broadcast 
Corp.Corp.

•Alaska Native Tribal 
Health Consortium
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Planning 
ahead•Economic development, 

job creation and 
placement

•Lower rural cash cost-
of-living

•Healthy communities

•More effective public 
schools
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CIRI – Eklutna 
sand and gravel

•Partnering with village •Partnering with village 
corporation

•Supply Anchorage-area 
construction needs

•Habitat restoration
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CIRI – Tikahtnu 
Commons

•High -quality regional •High -quality regional 
retail, entertainment 
center

•Responsible local 
development

•Collaborate with state on 
new jobs program
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CIRI – wind 
energy
•Alaska’s largest wind 
energy project on Fire energy project on Fire 
Island

•Clean, renewable 
energy

•Improve, diversify 
regional power grid

•Support other Alaska 
wind projects
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